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Dear Colleagues: Happy New Year!!!
I welcome you as the latest President of ISSR,
having taken over earlier in 2022 when Anne
Andrews’ tenure of fine stewardship came to
an end. There are other recent changes within
the executive committee to announce with
Kelly Berg’s long and distinguished reign as
Secretary/Treasurer now passing on jointly to
Noelle Anastasio (Secretary) and Lynette
Daws (Treasurer), and John Neumaier joining
as Vice-President North-America. Other
important changes to the ISSR Council are
imminent.
This is our first ISSR Newsletter in quite a
while. Since our last one the world has been
turned upside down by the viral pandemic. As
we all know only too well, nations were in
turmoil, economies collapsed, travel was
suspended, and many people and their
families were caught up in personal tragedies.
ISSR and the serotonin community was no
less affected with our 2020 meeting
cancelled at the last minute (twice!), our
research and productivity slowed, and our
careers and future plans were put on hold.
But recovery has been remarkably fast, and
we now enter an exciting period of new
discoveries in serotonin research, innovative
technologies, and the long sought-after
opportunities for meetings, scientific
exchanges and sharing of ideas that we have
missed so much.

Continued on Page 2
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I just want to end with a huge thanks to
colleagues who have been so
instrumental in keeping the ISSR alive
and kicking during the recent difficult
times, and right up to the present day
when we are on the verge of the
exciting meeting in Cancun. At the top
of the list are Anne Andrews and Kelly
Berg (some of their decisions and
negotiations have been eye-wateringly
difficult!) but add to it all members of
the current Executive Committee
(thanks Noelle for the tireless energy!)
and Council, the Cancun Organising
Committee as well as the symposium
organisers and speakers who have
stuck with the scientific programme for
Cancun. And finally, thanks also to
Mariano Soiza Reilly and Sebastian
Fernandez without whom we would not
have this Newsletter and my words, nor
the ISSR Website with all the
information you need on how to
register for Serotonin on the Mexican
Caribbean!

Trevor Sharp
ISSR President
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Our recent ISSR webinar was a nice
example of our recovery with fantastic
presentations of cutting-edge serotonin
research by Bryan Roth, Susanne
Dymecki, Gitte Knudsen, Harriet
Schellekens and Yulong Lin. A real
global event reaching out to many
hundreds of serotonin researchers.
Sometimes online platforms are not-
bad things!

And now we have looming large the
20th ISSR Meeting to be held in Cancun
(23-27 April 2023), themed Serotonin on
the Mexican Caribbean! The local
organising committee together with the
previous and present Executive
Committees have put together a high-
quality scientific programme
comprising 13 symposia that spans
basic and clinical serotonin research
and brings with it a strong translational
theme. A feature of the meeting will be
plenary lectures by the world-leading
serotonin researchers Rene Hen, Kjell
Fuxe and Lynette Daws plus
presentations by a large cohort of early
career researchers. The meeting
location at the stunning Marriott Cancun
Resort hotel is not to be missed.

On a very sad note, the last year has
seen the passing away of Ewan
Mylecharane, Mitsuhiro Yoshioka and
Marc Caron. Over their lifetimes all
three made major discoveries in the
serotonin field and were loyal
supporters of the ISSR (formerly
Serotonin Club). They will be dearly
missed by us all, but neither they nor
their contributions will be forgotten.
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ISSR 2023 Symposia
“Serotonin on the Mexican Caribbean”

Marriott Cancún Resort and Spa, Cancún, Mexico 
April 23-27, 2023

The 20th International Society for Serotonin Research meeting will be held April
23-27, 2023 at the Marriott Cancún Resort and Spa in Cancún, Mexico. The
meeting will include 13 symposia: 7 single session plenary symposia and 6
symposia scheduled in parallel sessions. One Young Investigator Trainee (e.g.,
graduate student or postdoctoral fellow) will be added as a fourth speaker to
each symposium. In addition, we will have three oral sessions comprised of
selections from submitted abstracts, and an evening poster session. We are very
pleased to announce that the honorary Irvine Page plenary lecture will be given
by Professor Lynette C. Daws (University of Texas Health Science Center- San
Antonio), the honorary Maurice Rapport plenary lecture will be given by
Professor Kjell Fuxe (Karolinska Institutet), and the honorary Paul Vanhoutte
Distinguished lecture will be given by Professor René Hen (Columbia University).
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Meeting Registration (opens December 1, 2022)

Early Bird: January 16, 2023 (fees increase after Jan 16, 2023)

Regular: March 1, 2023 (fees increase after March 1, 2023)

Late: April 1, 2023
Due to our contract with the meeting venue, fees will not be refunded after March 1, 2023

Serotonin Society Newsletter 2023 Issue 1 Vol. 98

*Fees will not be reimbursed after 1 Mar 2023

**Guests attend: opening/closing events, poster session, coffee breaks

Register HERE:
https://www.serotoninclub.org/2023registration

https://www.serotoninclub.org/2020registration
https://www.serotoninclub.org/2023registration
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ISSR Cancun 2023 Draft Program at a Glance
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Abstract Submission (opens December 1, 2022)

For short oral or poster presentations: February 8, 2023
(Notification of acceptance by Feb 22, 2023)

abstracts accepted for short talks will also be programmed as a poster presentation

Details for Meeting registration and abstract submission will be available at 

https://www.serotoninclub.org/issr

We look forward to seeing 
you in Cancún!

https://www.serotoninclub.org/issrxxxx
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Marriott Cancún
Resort
The Marriott Resort in Cancun is a 
complex that includes the JW Marriott 
along with a number of restaurants, a 
myriad of amenities and activities 
available on site. 

www.serotoninclub.org/2023venue

We have a room block with 
discounted rates at the JW Marriott 
($179 per night). The link to make 
reservations in our hotel block with the 
JW Marriott will be provided upon 
registration. Note: rooms available at 
our group discount are limited. We 
strongly encourage you to make 
reservations early!

Special perks for staying at the JW 
Marriott:

• 16% VAT Exemption (copies of 
passport, immigration card obtained 
upon arrival to Mexico, and completed 
hotel registration card required)

• No Resort fees

• All rooms with private balcony or 
patio

• Group rate is extended 3 days prior 
and 3 days after meeting dates, 
depending upon hotel availability

• Complimentary parking

• Complimentary access to the Fitness 
Center

What’s special about Cancun?

• Ranked #1 destination for US citizens 
outside the US and one of the main 
destinations for citizens from North 
and South America, Europe and Asia. 

• Best International airport in Mexico 
and Latin America
• Convenient flight connections (many 
direct) to major cities in the US, 
Europe, Central and South America

• Famous ecological parks and 
archeological zones throughout the 
peninsula

• Great Family Vacation Destination!

See you there,

The ISSR Executive Committee and 
the Local Organising Committee

Left: View from a JW Marriott room balcony; 
Right:  5-HT molecule prepared by the pastry 
chef at the JW Marriott. Images courtesy of K. 
Cunningham.  
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“Serotonin on the Mexican Caribbean”
Marriott Cancún Resort and Spa, Cancún, Mexico 

April 23-27, 2023

http://www.serotoninclub.org/2023venue


Applications from graduate students are invited for travel awards to attend the 2023
meeting of the ISSR. These awards will cover meeting registration and provide financial
support to help defray some of the travel costs for young investigators to attend and
participate in the 2023 meeting. The size of award will be contingent upon need (i.e.,
distance to travel) and is not intended to fully cover attendance. Applicants will be notified
as soon as possible after the submission deadline of February 8, 2023, but no later than
February 15, 2023.

Awardees will present their work as a poster and/or oral presentation and will be matched
with a member of the ISSR who will serve as mentor and help with networking throughout
the meeting. For any questions, please reach out to Dr. Noelle Anastasio
(ncanasta@utmb.edu) or Dr. Lyn Daws (daws@uthscsa.edu).

Eligibility: Current graduate students may apply. Individuals already taking part in a
programmed symposium are not eligible. Membership in the ISSR is not a requirement to
apply, however, membership is strongly encouraged/desirable (instructions for how to join
the ISSR may be found at (https://www.serotoninclub.org/join).

The Application Packet includes 1) Abstract (one page, Arial font, size 11, inclusive of Title,
Authors, Affiliations, abstract body and funding sources), 2) curriculum vitae, and 3) letter of
support from the applicant’s Mentor which also confirms graduate student status.

Selection of Travel Awardees will be based on:

• The quality of submitted abstract: The abstract must be of high scientific rigor and present
novel, previously unpublished data.

• Curriculum vitae: The applicant’s curriculum vitae must demonstrate a track record of
scientific excellence and productivity, commensurate with the career stage of the applicant.

• Letter of support from the Mentor: This letter must document that the applicant is in good
academic standing and comment on the applicant’s potential for a career as an
independent scientist.

Submit all applications using the following link: https://form.jotform.com/230047189162050

Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

Deadline for submission February 8, 2023
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The International Society for Serotonin Research

Call for Young Investigator Travel Awards
2023 Meeting of the ISSR, Cancun, Mexico, April 23-27

“Serotonin on the Mexican Caribbean

mailto:ncanasta@utmb.edu
mailto:daws@uthscsa.edu
https://www.serotoninclub.org/join
https://form.jotform.com/230047189162050


Cancun is the perfect location to mix 
work and play! We also contracted 
with Tropical Incentives to provide to 
our group tourism information and 
reservation assistance for various day 
excursions (preferably booked either 
before or after our meeting….) as well 
as evening entertainment.  Full or half 
day trips can be booked in advance 
as well as on site during our meeting. 

Tropical Incentives will maintain a 
hospitality desk in the JW Marriott 
exclusively for our group’s 
convenience for booking excursions, 
restaurant reservations etc.  Some 
activities available to be booked are 
shown below (please see the ISSR 
website for a full brochure of all 
available activities with pricing). You 
will be able to book activities up to 
three days before and three days 
after our meeting dates. 

Discover Cancun!
We contracted with
Tropical Incentives, DMC
to provide ground transportation
from the airport to the Marriot 
Cancun Resort.  Meeting 
attendees should arrange
transport by booking with 
Tropical Incentives directly 
before arrival. 

For more information visit: 
https://www.serotoninclub.org/
2023transportation-tourism

Services include airport pickup, transport to Marriott 
Cancun Resort, and Hospitality Desk at JW Marriott. 
Tropical Incentives will serve as a “private concierge” for 
our group and handle any tour and/or restaurant 
reservations (and more!). When you are ready to depart 
Cancun, they will arrange for your transport to the airport. 

Leisure in Cancun
Snorkeling XOXIMILCO Sailing 

Golf CHICHEN ITZA Deep sea Fishing
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2023 ISSR Travel Awardees
We are delighted to (finally) announce our 2023 travel awardees! These
individuals have ridden out the pandemic storm and patiently waited 3 long years
to showcase their serotonin science in Cancun. As you might expect, in the
course of 3 years some have progressed from student to post-doctoral fellow,
and others from post-doctoral fellow to junior investigators. In this time, they
have generated new and exciting serotonin research to share with us. We are all
very excited to welcome our 2023 travel awardees in Cancun. Congratulations to
all of our awardees!!!

Lindsay P. Cameron, PhD, 
Postdoctoral Scholar

Malenka & Deisseroth labs, Stanford 
University, USA

Rocío Beatriz Foltran, PhD., 
Postdoctoral Fellow,  IBCN -

UBA/CONICET, Argentina

Felix P. Mayer, PhD., Postdoctoral 
Fellow, Department of Biomedical 

Science, Charles E. Schmidt College 
of Medicine, Florida Atlantic 
University, Jupiter, FL, USA

Briana K. Chen, PhD, Postdoctoral 
Researcher

Columbia University Irving Medical 
Center (CUIMC), USA

Supriya A. Gaitonde, Ph.D., Research 
Advisor, Institute for Research in 
Immunology and Cancer (IRIC), 

Université de Montréal, Montréal, 
Canada.

Christina Merritt, Ph.D., Director of 
Molecular and Translational 

Therapeutics, University of Texas 
Medical Branch, USA

Thomas W. Flanagan, PhD, Staff 
Scientist

Louisiana State University Health 
Sciences Center New Orleans, USA 

Joanna Gołębiowska, PhD 
candidate, Maj Institute of 

Pharmacology, Polish Academy of 
Sciences, Kraków, Poland

Lluís Miquel-Rio, PhD candidate, 
Institute of Biomedical Research of 
Barcelona (IIBB), Spanish National 

Research Council (CSIC), Barcelona, 
Spain; August Pi i Sunyer Biomedical 

Research Institute (IDIBAPS), 
Barcelona, Spain; Mental Health 

Networking Biomedical Research 
Centre (CIBERSAM), ISCIII, Madrid, 

Spain

Serotonin Society Newsletter 2023 Issue 1 Vol. 98
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2023 ISSR Travel Awardees

Naku Nakatsuka, PhD, Senior 
Scientist

Laboratory of Biosensors and 
Bioelectronics, Institute for 

Biomedical Engineering, ETH Zürich, 
Switzerland

Justin M. Saunders, MD/PhD 
Student

González-Maeso Laboratory -
Department of Physiology and 

Biophysics - Virginia Commonwealth 
University, USA 

Marco Niello, PhD., Postdoctoral 
Research Associate, Genetics of 
Cognition Lab Istituto Italiano di 

Tecnologia, Via Morego 30, 16163, 
Genova, Italy

Faranak Vahid-Ansari, PhD., 
Associate Neuroscience Researcher, 

University of Ottawa, Carleton 
University, Canada

Rebecca “Becky” Ravenelle
Postdoctoral Scientist, Christine 

Denny Lab
Columbia University Irving Medical 

Center & New York State Psychiatric 
Institute

ISSR Webinar

The ISSR delivered its first webinar this past September hosted by
President Trevor Sharp and Vice-President John Neumaier. We had
hundreds of serotoninologists join us for exciting talks from Susan
Dymecki, Gitte Knudsen, Yulong Li, Christian Luscher, Bryan Roth and
Harriet Schellekens. It was great to be “together” again and hear about
current advancements in 5-HT research from leaders in the field. We
hope to plan more webinars in the future. Stay tuned!
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Fun at the ISSR 2022 Society for 
Neuroscience Mixer

Our annual ISSR mixer at SfN is back!! And oh, what fun it was! Vice President John
Neumeier and Treasurer Lyn Daws hosted a wonderfully successful event at the
Bay City Brewing Roof Top Bar in San Diego. Here, more than 60 serotoninologists
were treated to good eats, drinks and abundant banter, in a beautiful roof top
setting. Fire pits, sky lines and stars abounded. There was a great vibe surrounding
the upcoming ISSR 2023 meeting in Cancun…added to by a wonderful slide show
put together by John including tantalizing pictures of the venue, as well as a walk
down memory lane from past ISSR mixers. We must give special thanks to SAN
DIEGO INSTRUMENTS for sponsoring this event. Their continuing support of our
society is essential for our ability to grow and to hold events such as these.
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A. Richard Green, PhD, DSc
1944 – 2020

The Serotonin Club (currently International

Society for Serotonin research) was created by

Paul Vanhoutte in 1987 and has since been an 

essential component in 5-HT research, due to its successful and frequent 

meetings organised in association with IUPHAR, SFN, EPHAR and the BPS. 

Richard Green was a founding member, president and importantly for many 

years a highly efficient mentor/promoter of the Club [1], in addition to his 

multiple professional commitments with Astra Zeneca, the BPS, BAP and 

various journals. Under Richard’s watch, the Club prospered and enabled 

multiple collaborations on preclinical and clinical aspects of 5-HT research 

between academia, biotech and big Pharma and taking a leading role in 

nomenclature. Our systematisation of 5-HT receptor nomenclature [2-6] paved 

the way for IUPHAR to set up multiple receptor and other nomenclature 

committees and forms the basis of the BJP Concise guide to Pharmacology in 

association with IUPHAR [7]. The multiple contributions of Richard to the 5-HT 

field are summarised in two events dedicated to 5-HT research in general and 

Richard Green in particular [8,9], where he highlights aspects of his preclinical 

and clinical work, and the importance of mentorship with clinical colleagues 

such as David Nutt, Guy Goodwin, Phil Cohen, Jeff Aronson and of course David 

Grahame-Smith.
Prof. Daniel Hoyer, University of Melbourne, Australia

See full tribute at www.serotoninclub.org/in-memoriam

Serotonin Society Newsletter 2023 Issue 1 Vol. 98
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Ewan J. Mylecharane, PhD
1944 – 2022

It is with great sadness that we share the 

news of the death of Ewan James Mylecharane,

aged 77. Ewan was a distinguished pharmacologist 

who made a significant contribution to serotonin 

receptor pharmacology and to the service of our discipline. 

Ewan began his career at the Victorian College of Pharmacy, Melbourne, with a 

Diploma in Pharmacy (1966) followed by a Bachelor of Pharmacy (1969) from the 

Victoria Institute College, Melbourne.  He then gained his Bachelor of Science (1970) 

and PhD (1975) from The University of Melbourne. Ewan joined the Department of 

Pharmacology at The University of Sydney in 1978 as a Lecturer, rising to Associate 

Professor, and retiring after 27 years’ service to pharmacology in 2005 when he 

became an Honorary Associate Professor.  He was Head of the Department of 

Pharmacology 2002 - 2004.  Ewan was a long-standing member of ASCEPT and 

served as an ASCEPT Council Member 1989 -1991. 

Ewan’s first research paper was published in 1970 with Colin Raper, in the British 

Journal of Pharmacology, on the prejunctional actions of beta-adrenoceptor 

antagonists in the vas deferens preparation of guinea pigs. He was a classic organ 

bath pharmacologist using a variety of vascular, cardiac and other smooth muscle 

tissues. His two most cited publications were major, multi-authored reviews. The 

first: “Proposals for the classification and nomenclature of functional receptors for 5-

hydroxytryptamine”, published in Neuropharmacology (1986) 25: 563 - 576 was cited 

1281 times; the second: “International Union of Pharmacology classification of 

receptors for 5-hydroxytryptamine (serotonin)”, published in Pharmacological 

Reviews (1994) 46: 157 – 203 was cited 3898 times (Google Scholar). Alongside 

these notable outputs, Ewan published numerous research papers in collaboration 

with many eminent pharmacologists including Danny Hoyer, Jim Angus, Pramod 

Saxena, Judy Black and others.

Prof. Daniel Hoyer, University of Melbourne, Australia

See full tribute at www.serotoninclub.org/in-memoriam

http://www.serotoninclub.org/in-memoriam
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Mitsuhiro Yoshioka, PhD
1958 – 2021

It was a day of great personal sadness when we

heard the news in November 2021 that Mitsuhiro

Yoshioka had passed away. He had been a good 

colleague and friend to many of the members of 

the ISSR, but he will also be a big loss to all those who knew him.

Mitsuhiro was only 63 and died of colon cancer. He was a loyal supporter of the 

ISSR over many years and put in regular appearances at our meetings and SFN 

get-togethers. He hosted our 13th international conference of the Serotonin 

Club in Sapporo in 2007, and he was our Rest-of-the-World Councillor at the 

time of his death. Mitsuhiro was born in Sapporo on the island of Hokkaido in 

northern Japan on July 25, 1958. He studied medicine at Hokkaido University 

School of Medicine in Sapporo (1978-84) and remained there for the rest of his 

academic and clinical life. After his PhD (1989), and then a postdoctoral visit to 

the Department of Pharmacology, University of Michigan Medical School (1990, 

Charles Smith), Mitsuhiro was appointed Assistant Professor (1991) and then full 

Professor of Neuropharmacology (1998). He went on to become Vice-Dean 

(2015-17) and then Dean (2018-2020) of Hokkaido University School of 

Medicine. He studied peripheral and central mechanisms of serotonin 

throughout his research career and published over 90 papers on the subject. I 

first met Mitsuhiro in July 2006 at the Sapporo meeting. He and his colleagues 

assembled a fantastic scientific programme that brought together researchers 

from around the World to discuss their new discoveries in the serotonin field.  In 

addition, as the host Mitsuhiro arranged a number of social events including an 

unforgettable dinner for the Council (including Mark Geyer, Sheryl Beck, Ewan 

Mylecharane, Charles Marsden) in downtown Sapporo at which we were 

introduced to fine Hokkaido food (including spider crab!). That first meeting 

with Mitsuhiro lead to 15 years of hugely enjoyable scientific and cultural 

exchanges between the two of us.

Prof. Trevor Sharp, Oxford University, UK

See full tribute at www.serotoninclub.org/in-memoriam

http://www.serotoninclub.org/in-memoriam


15

Call for nominations

• VP-Europe
• Councilor-North America (1)
• Councilor-Rest of World (2)

We are currently accepting nominations to serve in the position of Vice
President-Europe as well as Councilor for North America (one open) and
Councilor for Rest of World (two open). The Vice President-Europe and
Councilors serve 4-year terms and are elected by the membership of the
region they will represent. Typically, Councilors are mid-career/senior
investigators.

If nominating someone, please provide confirmation that the member is
willing to serve. Self-nominations are welcome. The nominee must be a
current member of the ISSR.

Nominations may be sent to Dr. Noelle Anastasio (ncanasta@utmb.edu).
Deadline for nominations is March 1, 2023.

Serotonin Society Newsletter 2023 Issue 1 Vol. 98

mailto:ncanasta@utmb.edu


16

ISSR Membership Information

992 
followers 
can’t be 
wrong

@5HT_Society

Membership dues were previously waived for the 2021-2022 cycle for
members who either renewed their membership or joined the society during
the 2019-2020 dues cycle. We welcome members who did not renew
membership during the last cycle to do so now, with no penalty. Please note
that discounted biennial meeting registration fees, which are significant for
current members, will apply only to those who are up to date in dues
payments. Your dues payments provide the support needed to maintain
viability of the ISSR. Thank you for your support!!

Benefits of ISSR Membership:
 Networking opportunities to form collaborations with other serotonin

researchers
 Opportunities for professional development and leadership in the

Society
 Opportunities to submit proposals and chair symposium at our

international biennial meetings
 Discounted registration feeds to attend our international biennial

meetings
 Information about and invitations to ISSR-sponsored events, e.g., FENS

socials, SfN mixers
 Delivery of our Society newsletters directly to your email

Membership Categories:
 Regular (faculty or equivalent) $100 USD
 Trainee (student or postdoc) $60 USD
We require email confirmation of student of post-doc status .
 Retired (former member) $60 USD
 All costs are for a 2-year membership

Payment can be made at our ISSR website
(https://www.serotoninclub.org/join). 

In some cases, we are able to accept bank wire
Transfers for dues, please contact Lyn Daws
(daws@uthscsa.edu) to make arrangements.

Alternatively, you may send a check or money
order payable to the “International Society for
Serotonin Research” to Lyn at the address below.

Lynette C. Daws, Ph.D.
Department of Cellular and Integrative Physiology, MC7756
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio
7703 Floyd Curl Drive
San Antonio, TX, 78229-3900
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